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Abstract
Purpose: This research article explores the information-seeking and learning
strategies used by female characters in the context of the epic Mahabharata.
Design/Methodology/Approach: This study uses a qualitative approach,
analyzing the behavior and actions of female characters in the Mahabharata
to explore their information-gathering and learning strategies. Text analysis
and interpretation are the main methods used.
Findings: This research reveals the various information-gathering and
learning strategies employed by female characters in the Mahabharata,
including observation, consultation with mentors, engaging in dialogue, and
learning from experience. These strategies are often subtle and embedded in
the narrative, reflecting the complex socio-cultural environment of ancient
India.
Practical implications: Understanding the information-seeking and learning
strategies of female characters in the Mahabharata can provide insights into
historical gender roles, educational practices, and the portrayal of women in
ancient literature. These insights may have implications for contemporary
discourses on gender, education, and empowerment.
Originality/Value: This study contributes to the understanding of women's
agency and intellectual engagement in ancient Indian literature, providing a
nuanced perspective on their roles beyond traditional portrayals. By
highlighting the diverse strategies employed by female characters in acquiring
knowledge and education, the research adds depth to the scholarly discourse
on the Mahabharata and ancient Indian society.
Keywords: Mahabharata, female characters, information search, learning
strategies, ancient Indian epic, knowledge acquisition.

1. Introduction: The Mahabharata is an ancient Indian epic poem that is
considered one of the longest and most complex stories in literature. It tells
the story of the Kurukshetra War and explores the moral and philosophical
conundrums its characters face. The epic features a variety of female
characters who have tremendous influence and wisdom, even though it is
largely centered on male characters such as the Pandavas and Kauravas.
However, little scholarly attention has been paid to understanding the
methods by which these women acquired knowledge.

The female characters of the Mahabharata have been thoroughly
examined by academics to understand their roles, levels of agency, and
impact on the story. The epic features many famous female characters,
including Draupadi, Kunti, Gandhari, Amba, Hidimbi, and Satyavati
(Anand, 2004).
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According to the research, these women used various learning
techniques and information-seeking behaviors to overcome their obstacles.
For example, Draupadi, the wife of the Pandavas, was renowned for her
intelligence and talent. She wused her understanding of dharma
(duty/righteousness) to seek justice and defend herself in difficult
situations. The Pandavas' mother, Kunti, used her knowledge to guide her
sons and make important choices.

The mother of the Kauravas, Gandhari, also showed remarkable
resolve and spiritual depth in confronting the actions of her sons, even
though she did not agree with all their decisions. After the injustice was
done, Amba, the tragic character in the epic, sought revenge in several ways.

The female characters in the Mahabharata were not passive; instead,
they were actively engaged in learning, planning, and making choices that
had a major impact on how the story progressed.

2. Purpose of the Study: The study is conducted with the following
objectives in mind:

a) To identify examples of information-seeking behavior displayed by female
characters in the Mahabharata and to examine the reasons behind such
motivations.

b) Examining the many learning techniques used by female characters in
the epic to gain new knowledge, understanding, and abilities while traveling.
c) To examine how gender roles and social norms affect female characters'
access to information and learning opportunities in the story.

d) To see how female characters in the Mahabharata are empowered through
knowledge and information, allowing them to use their power and shape the
events that unfold.

e) Understanding the message that the Mahabharata sends about women's
intellectual capacity and abilities, as well as the broader cultural and social
consequences of the information-seeking and learning experiences of female
characters.

3. Scope and Limitations: The portrayal of female characters in the
Mahabharata, as well as their information-seeking activities and learning
strategies, is a particular focus of this study. Although there are many
female characters in the epic, we will focus on a few important ones so that
we can learn more about each of their individual quests for knowledge. It is
also important to recognize that there are many ways of reading ancient
texts, and that scholars’ own cultural and socio-economic backgrounds may
have influenced their research.

4. Background Information: One of the two major Sanskrit epics of ancient
India, the other being the Ramayana, is the Mahabharata. Over 100,000
verses make up this long and complex story, usually attributed to the sage
Vyasa. The conflict between two cousins, the Pandavas and the Kauravas,
fighting for the kingdom of Hastinapur, is the focus of the Mahabharata. The
epic contains multiple sub-plots and philosophical discussions, and covers a
wide range of topics such as politics, ethics, duty, and spirituality.

a) Representation of Women in Ancient Indian Epics: In ancient Indian
epics, such as the Mahabharata, women were portrayed in a variety of roles,
reflecting the social traditions and ideals of the time. While some female
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characters played prominent roles, others faced obstacles and
discrimination. The epics often depicted the nuances of the lives of female
characters, depicting both their strengths and weaknesses as well as their
intelligence, virtues, and difficulties.

b) Female Characters in the Mahabharata: The Mahabharata, an ancient
Indian epic, features several female characters who demonstrate various
information-seeking and learning techniques, each of which contributes to
the story in a different way. Below is a summary of some of the important
female characters from the Mahabharata's information-seeking and learning
techniques (Bhattacharya, 2012):

i) Draupadi: The Powerful Queen: Draupadi is renowned for her
intelligence, bravery, and formidable character. She frequently sought
knowledge and advice from learned sages and wise men such as Vyasa and
Lord Krishna, demonstrating an excellent information-seeking ability. Her
curiosity and search for information enabled her to find understanding in
challenging philosophical and moral dilemmas. Draupadi served as a
trusted advisor to her husbands, the Pandavas, in their difficult times, due
to her deep understanding of dharma (righteousness) and her skill in
strategic issues (Chaturvedi, 2013).

ii) Kunti: Matriarch and Diplomat: Kunti, the mother of the Pandavas,
demonstrated her wisdom through diplomatic cunning and sensitive
judgment. She learned from her experiences with many individuals and from
her own life experiences. Despite challenging situations, Kunti was able to
remain calm and composed, which helped her to gather information from
numerous sources and make wise decisions. During their exile and the
subsequent Kurukshetra War, she used her skills to guide her sons.

iii) Gandhari: The Visionary Mother: The mother of the Kauravas and the
wife of King Dhritarashtra, Gandhari was endowed with a keen sense of
intuition and foresight. She spent her entire life blindfolded as a sign of
unity with her blind husband, yet she developed a keen sense of perception
beyond sight. Gandhari often turned to meditation and introspection to seek
inner guidance and understand what was to come. She was wise enough to
foresee the dire consequences of war and to express her concerns about it.
iv) Subhadra: Resilient Sister: Krishna's sister Subhadra, who was also
Arjuna's wife, had a desire to learn new things. She was willing to learn from
her brother Krishna and her husband Arjuna, both of whom were wise and
skilled. Subhadra was able to overcome various obstacles in her life due to
her flexibility and openness to change.

v) Amba and Ambalika: Challenging Gender Norms: The two women,
Ambalika and Amba, both acted against traditional gender roles in different
ways. Amba's fierce determination to take revenge on Bhishma, who had
wronged her, showed her bravery and perseverance. To increase her
strength and abilities to face Bhishma, she followed many paths. Ambalika,
on the other hand, showed that she was willing to grow from her mistakes.
She did not hesitate to seek the advice of her mother-in-law, Satyavati, when
faced with bad situations (Debroy, 2010).

5. Strategies Used for Obtaining Information by the Female Characters
in the Mahabharata: The strategies employed by the female characters in
the Mahabharata for information seeking can be looked from the following
points:
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a) Gaining Knowledge from Male Figures: In the Mahabharata, female
characters frequently seek advice and information from their fathers,
spouses, or wise men. They go to these men to gain information on various
subjects, seek advice, and gain insight into challenging situations. Invoking
the gods and having strong children are two examples of how Queen Kunti
uses her husband, King Pandu, to consult her husbands and other male
elders when Draupadi is in trouble or confused.

b) Learning through Oral Traditions: The female characters of the
Mahabharata also gain their knowledge through oral traditions, in which
information is passed down from one generation to the next through
storytelling and recitation. Epic tales, moral tales, and recitations from
sages and storytellers are frequently heard by women in palaces and
families, deepening their awareness of history, ethics, and culture.

c) Observing and Learning from Others: Another key tactic adopted by
female characters in the Mahabharata is that they observe and learn from
others. They pay close attention to how their family members, other women,
and notable people around them behave and act. By doing so, individuals
gain useful knowledge and life skills that help them overcome obstacles and
make wise decisions.

d) Seeking Guidance from Sages and Gods: In the Mahabharata, women
also consult sages and gods to gain knowledge and spiritual insight. To gain
knowledge and spiritual insight, they engage in devotional activities, seeking
blessings, and performing religious rituals. For example, Draupadi seeks
help from Lord Krishna when she feels discouraged, while Kunti goes to sage
Durvasa to understand and use powerful mantras.

The female characters in the Mahabharata exhibit a variety of
information-seeking and learning techniques, which demonstrate their
intelligence, curiosity, and determination to study from numerous sources.
They contribute significantly to the course of events and play a significant
role in shaping the narrative of the epic (Ganguly, N.D.) using the above
techniques.

6. Learning Strategies Used by the Female Characters in the
Mahabharata: Despite having fewer opportunities than men, women in the
Mahabharata were encouraged to pursue intellectual and educational
endeavors. The female heroes of the epic often received education through
various methods. Kunti, the mother of the Pandavas, was intelligent and
capable in many fields. The wife of the Pandavas, Draupadi, had a strong
background in literature and art. The learning strategies employed by the
prominent female characters in the Mahabharata can be analyzed from the
following perspectives.

a) Female Role Models and Mentors: The Mahabharata features female
characters who were guides and role models for others. For example, the
queen's mother, Satyavati, was instrumental in guiding and influencing her
children. Dhritarashtra's wife, Gandhari, is portrayed as a powerful and
wise figure who advised the family. These women acted as role models and
advised others.

b) Adaptation to Challenging Situations: When faced with difficult
situations, female characters in the Mahabharata demonstrate resilience
and resilience. For example, Draupadi's unwavering bravery during the
infamous dice game and the subsequent exile of the Pandavas is a classic
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example of their ability to cope with adversity. Similarly, Kunti's ability to
successfully raise her children despite adversity demonstrates her
adaptability and resilience.

7. Challenges and Obstacles Faced by Female Characters in the
Mahabharata

a) Patriarchal Norms and Social Restrictions: Due to the prevalent
patriarchal norms and social constraints of ancient Indian society, female
characters in the Mahabharata often faced difficulties. They were given little
autonomy and power to make decisions, and were expected to perform
traditional duties. Male family members often ignored or suppressed the
thoughts and desires of women, who were often relegated to the
background. The lack of power of women in determining their own future is
highlighted by incidents such as Draupadi's swayamvara, where she was
forced to marry the Pandavas against her will.

b) Balancing Family and Personal Aspirations: In the Mahabharata,
women had to maintain a delicate balance between fulfilling their
responsibilities to their families and fulfilling their own goals. They often had
to make compromises and postpone their personal goals because they were
expected to be committed wives, obedient daughters, and responsible
mothers. The extent to which they prioritized the needs of their families over
their own interests can be seen, for example, in Gandhari's lifelong
commitment to supporting her blind husband, Dhritarashtra.

c) Coping with Loss and Adversity: The Mahabharata frequently features
themes of loss and hardship, and female characters experience terrible
events. They experience the tragic loss of family members, including
spouses, sons, and brothers, which causes them great grief and emotional
distress. For example, Sita and her husband Rama had to go through
renunciation and exile. Despite these adversities, the women in the epic
show incredible bravery and perseverance, and can face and overcome their
obstacles.

In essence, patriarchal norms and social constraints forced the female
heroes of the Mahabharata to face many challenges. They faced losses and
adversities while fulfilling their responsibilities towards their families and
their own goals. Despite these difficulties, they showed perseverance and
tenacity in directing the development of the epic.

8. Empowerment and Role of Women in Mahabharata: The ancient Indian
epic Mahabharata features many female characters who demonstrate
determination and strength in various spheres of their existence. These
women defy social conventions and assert themselves in a patriarchal
society.
a) Showing Influence in Political Matters: In the Mahabharata, women
exert political influence through their knowledge, wisdom, and ability to
plan strategically. For example, throughout the exile and war, Queen Kunti
advised her sons, the Pandavas, and made important decisions. She
demonstrated her political acumen by handling delicate situations and
educating her sons in politics and diplomacy.

Like Draupadi, the wife of the Pandavas, Draupadi also had political
influence. She was not a mere spectator; she actively participated in
conversations and arguments in the royal court, expressing her concerns
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and expressing her thoughts. Her aggressiveness and outspoken personality
were important in shaping the epic's narrative.

b) Using Moral Authority: In the Mahabharata, women also exercised moral
authority and influenced the actions and decisions of others. For example,
Bhishma's mother, Ganga, was extremely influential in shaping his sense of
honor and duty through her teachings. Bhishma's moral advice and the
lessons he received from her had a profound influence on his personality
and behavior.

Gandhari, the wife of King Dhritarashtra, also displayed similar moral

fortitude and steadfastness. Despite her husband's blindness and
shortcomings, she chose to blindfold herself as a symbol of unity and self-
imposed penance. By doing so, she demonstrated her dedication to
upholding moral standards and beliefs.
c) Facilitating Change and Transformation: In the Mahabharata, many
women instigated transformative events and played important roles in
determining how the story unfolded. The mothers of the Pandavas, Kunti
and Madri, are a notable example. Their decisions and actions had a major
impact on the story, leading to both triumph and tragedy in the epic.

Additionally, women like Satyavati and Subhadra played important
roles in protecting their family's tradition and ensuring the continuity of
their bloodline.

Overall, the Mahabharata portrays women as complex individuals who
transcend traditional gender norms and exercise power and empowerment
in the realms of politics, morality, and transformation. Their contributions
reveal the profound influence they had on the events of the epic and the
importance of their contribution to the development of the socio-cultural
fabric of ancient Indian civilization.

9. Lessons for Contemporary Society: The Mahabharata is full of timeless
moral lessons that still ring true today. The epic's female characters' quest
for knowledge serves as an example of the value of turning to traditional
sources of wisdom for information, direction, and moral wisdom. Despite
advances in technology and society, by learning from ancient works like the
Mahabharata, one can face life's challenges with greater wisdom and
understanding.

a) Empowering Women through Education and Knowledge: The
Mahabharata presents strong, educated women who can make great
contributions to their families and society. The legends of characters like
Draupadi and Kunti serve as classic examples of the need for education and
information for women's empowerment. Modern civilization can harness the
potential of its female population to accelerate growth and development by
supporting education and providing equal educational opportunities to
women.

b) Breaking Gender Stereotypes and Norms: The Mahabharata questions
traditional gender ideals and practices that were widely prevalent in
antiquity. Female characters in the epic frequently violate social norms and
assume roles that are usually played by men. For example, Arjuna's wife
Subhadra is skilled in the arts of war and charioteering, and Draupadi
demonstrates her intelligence in many contexts. These events inspire
modern society to abandon narrow gender boundaries and allow people of
either gender to freely pursue their hobbies and skills.

Downloaded from: http://newsletter.lislinks.com




LIS Links Newsletter, Vol. 11, No. 1, 2025
Website: http://newsletter.lislinks.com Page: 7

In conclusion, the Mahabharata offers an insightful analysis of the
information-seeking and learning methods used by its female characters.
Modern civilization can learn a lot from this epic by acknowledging the value
of ancient wisdom, empowering women through education, and eliminating
gender stereotypes. By doing so, it will be possible to create a society that is
more inclusive, informed, and progressive.

10. Implications for Future Research: Future research is possible through
examining the information-seeking and learning techniques used by female
characters in the Mahabharata. Possible areas of study include, among
others:

a) Comparative Analysis: Examining how female characters from other
ancient epics or from different cultural contexts seek information can shed
light on recurring themes or specific approaches.

b) Feminist Perspective: Examining the tactics from a feminist perspective
can reveal the power relations and social limitations that existed for ancient
women to access knowledge.

c) Impact on Modern Society: Examining how women acquire knowledge
in ancient texts can shed light on the origins of gender norms and their
effects on modern society.

11. Conclusion: The female characters of the Mahabharata demonstrate a
variety of sophisticated information-seeking and learning techniques.
Women actively participate in various spheres of life, gaining information
and understanding to overcome obstacles and make wise decisions.
Draupadi and Kunti, two women who received formal education and learned
from wise sages, were able to hone their intelligence and wisdom. Women
like Gandhari and Satyavati pay attention to the behavior and experiences of
others and learn from them, which helps them gain wise knowledge. To
learn and overcome challenges, women often seek divine intervention or
direction from gods and sages. For example, women learn best through
conversation and dialogue, as demonstrated by the exchanges between
Draupadi and Lord Krishna or Sita and Hanuman and at last but not the
least in the Mahabharata, women also play the role of teachers, educating
their children and the larger community.

Women in the Mahabharata are depicted as complex people who can
play active roles and seek knowledge. While some characters face hardships
because of patriarchal traditions, other characters assert their authority and
make significant contributions to the events of the epic. This complexity is a
reminder of how important the value and upliftment of women in all walks of
life is in contemporary culture. The historical and mythological
achievements of women can inspire society to work towards greater gender
inclusion and equality. To establish an environment where women can
embrace education, skills, and leadership roles without barriers, it is
imperative to draw inspiration from these female characters.
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